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Philomene Pirecki

some things

Brown is pleased to present some things, an exhibition by London-based artist Philomene Pirecki. It will feature a new body of work that explores ideas of time, perception, measurement and representation, with works that make use of photography, slide projection, painting and drawing. 

During the course of the exhibition a series of photographs will be realized within the gallery, where each day a new unexposed sheet of photographic paper will be displayed in a dark space. When a person approaches to view the paper on the wall, a short flash of light will be activated so as to potentially register their silhouette on the photographic paper, attempting to capture the moment of looking at the work. Each day the photograph will be developed and placed into a frame on the wall for viewing the following day, after which it will be added to a growing accumulation of photographs, archived in a box on the gallery floor. This cycle of making, displaying and archiving will continue throughout the exhibition.

The exploration of tracking time and its reproduction continues in the slide projection, Fixing. Here, Pirecki has taken images of a white wall every ten minutes over the course of a day, from dawn to dusk. Dividing the day into 80 slides according to the spaces on a slide carousel, the work plays out over approximately four minutes. Capturing the intangibility of light affecting objects, the work addresses the problems of trying to represent something fugitive – a moment of time that disappears as quickly as it arrives.

In another group of works, a series of paintings consider the colour gray and its variations. Using a variety of pictorial languages, gray appears as an amalgamation of colours, suggesting doubt about definitives and absolutes. In the text versions, the word gray is used as a pictorial device, both as an image and a word. These might take the form of a network of interlocking lines or could be painted with an oversized brush to interrupt their reading. Certain paintings are more gray than others and appear suspended at a moment of transformation. The palette versions record the mixing of gray, from primary colours or distinct hues, with the outtakes and failed attempts included in the painting.

Also included are a series of Coffee Table Drawings, documenting the artist’s intent to pinpoint the center of a piece of paper with a stained coffee cup, then locating the accurate center, displaying the relative success or failure of each attempt.

Philomene Pirecki was born in 1972 in Jersey, Channel Islands. She received her MA in Painting from the Royal College of Art in 1996 and her BA in Painting from the Chelsea College of Art & Design. Past exhibitions include from outside in and inside out, Raketenstation, Stiftung Insel Hombroich, Germany, and By Itself, Room, London, both 2008. She will also be included in an upcoming group exhibition, Double Object, at Thomas Dane, London, and she runs occasionals, a project space in Hoxton. Pirecki lives and works in London. This is her first exhibition with Brown. 
